Using Key Word Signing
at Kindergarten




There are lots of good reasons to use
signing

» If you have a child who uses signing as a means of communication, then you
will need to use signs to communicate with that child.

» Some children with additional needs use Key Word Signing to augment their
speech and communicate basic needs.

Key Word Signing can provide an additional cue for your message to a child.

Learning key word signs can provide future opportunities for communicating
in the community.

» Key Word Signing is a great and fun ‘language’ to teach children.




Best ways to learn

» Immerse yourself and your children in using signing. Begin by learning some
basic signs and use them throughout the day when following routines and
giving instructions.

» Model hello, goodbye, good work, eat, drink, toilet, my turn, your turn as you
interact with the children and other educators.

Use singing and signing during group activities.
Put Key Word Signing charts up in the environment.

» Purchase SCOPE Key Word Signing book to refer to during session and model
for children looking for a word and then using/practicing it.

» Invite a trained specialist (e.g. Speech Pathologist) to come into the program
to model signing for children and educators.
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Finger Spelling Alphabet




Teaching signing through songs




Start with basic signs

Natural Gestures

Natural Gestures

Move open ogmingn, hand side (o
Side in air gt chimt haight. paim Gy

from body, (Metural Gesture)

Bend domirent hang &t tid
krackies, palrm toward body,
several times

(Natual Gastur)

Use dominant hand, pam forward and
bendd fingmes orio oaim, hwics O may
Mo open dominant hand ide to
e i air a1 chest heipht il *Hele®
(Malurs Gesiurs).

=

San/Look

Mowe deaminant o Angee forwas
from eye *May seingen and midce
finguers shightly apart

(hiatural Gesturel
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N

Proint domirant indes fingar
dhorwmwgerds in front of bordy, paim
down, (hatural Gesture)

1/Me
Polnt to salf uting ertended dominant
indx finger. (Natural Gesture)

[zl

Thare
Poirt dominant index finger sway

Waii
Fount extandad dominant index (inger
forwiird or iowand person

Place domirart fincertios an ball of
thumb, mave farward coening hend
and Fnpers (Wafws' Gaesture - mime
the action), "Neore direchonedty,

Point extended dom nant ndes finges

Natural Gestures

Good

Estend dominznt thomb, oo rest of
fingers onta fist thumb pointing up,
mowe forward with stress,

(Madural Gesture).

Down

Print sxtended dominant indsx fager
down, Move formation cown.
(haturl Gesture).

Big
Pizca Dot open Fands, paims facing
ooy fingers spread in front of
body, ang hand in frant of the other
Maowa Fands out o sither sideinan
&C, (Matural Gesturs = mime the
acnanl

Tiny
Extend dorminart Index finger and
Tz, fnger ard thumi neld chose
‘together Hald at chest height and may
e forware with stress, Natues!
Gestura - mime the action).

Mewe open hands close to sach atrer,
palrs facing. (Naturs! Gestare - mime

Clench bath fists in front of boy

- mowe formatien e if haldng an

Fraginary steening whasl fhafural
Gesture - mimg £ Jction).



Basic signs cont...

Maturs| Gestures

Stop

Mave ggen dominan: hand ferward,
peim away from ody, freen shauider
height {Matre) Gesturs).

Open .

Qe bath hands. paims fazng bady
and fingertips touching. Meve handy
apert ta finish with fingens pentng
Ay froem body (Wstursl Gestue -
mime tfe st}

Wash/Bath

Mimz washing the part af the body o
aiect (Nate Gastue = mime the
i),

Close/Shut

‘With koth hards apen, plare rga-
damnant hend fingernsils on e of
dominant hand Cese dominant hand
=2 rast o0 back of ren-domirart hand
(haturl Gastung - mime the achion)
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Natural Gestures

He/She

Foint dominart indes finger pam
dewre Paint tothe persan avd move
Imdzx Tingier cowm sightly for oded
emphiaskts. (el Gastune)

Bt/ That/ This

Fonit dom nent e finger, paim
down. Point to the ooject o place grd
Trine indes finger s slightly for
anded emphasis (Naturs' Sosturg),

Poift domingnt index finger, away
tram Dody, palrm dawen, Sweep
formation across to indicate oreun
(Watura| Gasturel

These, These

Fairt damingnt index finger, away
from Body. Daim dow. Moue frgar in
& ccie o ngdicata iems.

(MNatura! Gasturn)

Natural Gestures

Point to self using sxtended dominant
index finger and maove the same fingar
N8 aeEping motion 1o indzats the
cihers, {hature Gesturel.

Wait §

Baunce apandarninant hand, paim
o, in front of comanant side, twice
Py LSE Dot s

(Wt Gesture)

Baby

Cradle one s with the Gther, in front
o body 2nd gerthy move from gde to
sidz a5 # rocking 2 baby.

(Mehua Gesturgl

Run

Wove Fists in atemae forward cidles,
asif running. (hafural Geshire - mime
he SCLTL

|rticle

Paint cemmark ingex finser, pai
diowir, mon Loware the Dody over
the top of arrisr of soen nen-
domirant hand {Matural Gestue -
mime the arcin)

Flzce both opan hands gt shoulder
heignt, paims facing away from bode
Sirmlisrously push both hands
Torward (Natursl Geslvre - mime e
astion).

Outside

Pt doinent ndex finger, oalm
down, mave away fram bady auer the
g of baeriar o epzn non-dominzrt:
hard, (MWatural Gestore - mime the

asron).

Hold dorminand Tt i Front of body,
peim in. Pull back tawarcs body.
(et Geatune - mime e action).



Basic signs cont...

Natural Gestures

Biaby
Paint to self using extgnded dominant  Cracle ane e with the dther in fromt
inclex finger and move the same finger  of body and gently move from sids to

ing seesping motion 1o indzatz the sidzas f rocking a baby.
athess, (Natwed Gesturel, (Wb Geshorel

Wait i Run

Bouncs apan daminen: hand pam Mowe Fists in atermate forward cincles,
down, in Front of dominent side twice  asif running. (Naturaf Geshare - imime
My LS8 Dot haRos g acuicnt

(Watural Geture]
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Natural Gestures

Natural Gestures

Irside

Point commark indax finger, pam
dowin, mowe towards the body over
the top of berrier of spennen-
domirant hard (Metual Gestue -
mime the agugn)

Push

Flzca beth cpen hands at shoulder
height, paims fedng away from oo,
Sirralisre ously push both handy
forward (Natursl Geslvre - mime e
ackion).

Outside
Pt dominent ndex fingss, palm
down, mave away fram body over
o of baeriar oF opan nan-doming
hard, [Matural Geslors - mime dhe
acrionl

Hokd dorminand fist i front of bod

pam in, Pullback towarcs body.
(MhetLrad GFestune - mame the 000

Brush Hair

Usedeminant hand and mine
brushing haic imagine Noding 5 hair
brush. (hatural Geshure - mme the
aciion).

ane ¥
Eszend domingnt index finger, fnper
peinting up, paim towands body
(Mt Ceafurs)

Brush Teath

Uz domirant hand and mime
Drushing E2em In short up and down
mesvements. Imagihe holding 3
sootnbrush (Matual Gestuine - mime
e achioh),

THe

Extend dominant ingex an midde
fingers, firgars poinking wpand
slighilly epart, paben bowards body
[Tzl Gasiue).

Thies Four
Exterd domirentindex micdlz and Extznd daminent index, middie, ring
rirg fngiers, fingers poirting up e And Atte fingers, ANoers pOMing up
slightly apert, oalm towarms bocy and slighity apart, ok dominant
(atural Gestursl thiftit inth palm, pelm towarss body.
[atural Gesire).
(": &
s
| he
w

Fiva

Extend &l firgers and thumo of
dorninant hard, firgars peniing up
2 £ty airt, pakn bowards body
(Maturs! Gasfure



Resources

» SCOPE song Book: https://www.scopeaust.org.au/information-resources-
hub/nurseryrhymes/

» Getting Started Key Word Sign book:

https://shop.scopeaust.org.au/shop/getting-started-key-word-sign-auslan-
edition/

» To book into a key word signing workshop or to organise one at your
workplace: https://keywordsignvictoria.org/
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