
Using Key Word Signing 
at Kindergarten



There are lots of good reasons to use 
signing

u If you have a child who uses signing as a means of communication, then you 
will need to use signs to communicate with that child.

u Some children with additional needs use Key Word Signing to augment their 
speech and communicate basic needs.

u Key Word Signing can provide an additional cue for your message to a child.

u Learning key word signs can provide future opportunities for communicating 
in the community.

u Key Word Signing is a great and fun ‘language’ to teach children.



Best ways to learn

u Immerse yourself and your children in using signing. Begin by learning some 
basic signs and use them throughout the day when following routines and 
giving instructions.

u Model hello, goodbye, good work, eat, drink, toilet, my turn, your turn as you 
interact with the children and other educators.

u Use singing and signing during group activities.

u Put Key Word Signing charts up in the environment.

u Purchase SCOPE Key Word Signing book to refer to during session and model 
for children looking for a word and then using/practicing it.

u Invite a trained specialist (e.g. Speech Pathologist) to come into the program 
to model signing for children and educators.



Finger Spelling Alphabet



Teaching signing through songs



Start with basic signs



Basic signs cont…



Basic signs cont…



Resources

u SCOPE song Book: https://www.scopeaust.org.au/information-resources-
hub/nurseryrhymes/

u Getting Started Key Word Sign book: 
https://shop.scopeaust.org.au/shop/getting-started-key-word-sign-auslan-
edition/

u To book into a key word signing workshop or to organise one at your 
workplace: https://keywordsignvictoria.org/
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